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PRIVATE CITIZEN SUES 
GOVERNOR & TREASURER TO ENJOIN UNCONSTITUTIONAL SPENDING
(Trenton, March 30, 2006) -- David W. Robinson, a private citizen and taxpayer from Union County, announced today that he has sued Governor Corzine and Treasurer Abelow to stop the funding of more than $25 million in cash that remains unspent from approximately $128 million of grants that were selected by New Jersey's Legislature in FY2005 and FY2006 without public notice, application process or merit-based review.  These grants are often referred to as "Christmas Tree" grants.  At a Statehouse press conference today, Mr. Robinson and his counsel, Mark D. Sheridan, Esq. of Drinker Biddle & Reath, said this practice violates the separation of powers set forth in New Jersey's Constitution.  
In a letter to the Governor and Treasurer on March 15, 2006, Mr. Robinson asked that all remaining amounts be impounded.  The Governor and Treasurer have failed to do so.  Instead, the Governor has publicly said he believes that appropriate action was taken to authorize these grants.  Mr. Robinson disagrees and has asked a court to, among other things, prevent the release of the more than $25 million of grants remaining.  “It’s a shame that in New Jersey it takes a private citizen spending his own money to try to stop the unconstitutional expenditure of funds,” Mr. Robinson said.  “I gave the Governor and Treasurer more than enough time to do the right thing and impound these funds.  Instead, while claiming to seek budget cuts and calling for higher taxes because the State is broke, Governor Corzine appears to have sided with the politicians who treat the State’s coffers as a piggybank for the politically connected pursuing parochial pet projects.”
Mr. Robinson is personally pursuing this action in advance of the formal launch of The Center for Constitutionality, which will be a standing, independent watchdog institution to review all governmental action in New Jersey and seek enforcement of the constitutions of the State of New Jersey and the United States.  For more information, e-mail robinson@constitutionality.org or visit www.constitutionality.org.

